reports from the City of Athens Ultilities

Water Department to our customers on
the drinking water we provide for your use.
It covers year 2008. |n summary, your water
is clean, crystal clear and pathogen free. We
think the taste is excellent and trust that you
concur; but, we'd like to hear from you if
otherwise.

The sources of drinking water (both tap
water and bottled water) include rainfall,
rivers, lakes, streams, springs and wells. As
water travels over the surface of the land
or through the ground it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals and radioactive material.
Water can also pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human
activities.  This report addresses all of the
sampling and analyses done during calendar
year2008to ascertain the presence orabsence
of contaminants within the drinking water
delivered to your tap. Most of the substances
we are required to test for are never found.
The few regulated substances actually found
in your drinking water and others we routinely
test for are all well below the limits that have
been established by EPA or ADEM. Based
on a study by ADEM, with the approval of
EPA, a statewide waiver for the monitoring
of asbestos and dioxin was issued. Thus,
monitoring for those two contaminants is
not required because there is no identified
likelihood that they would ever exist in Athens
water.

This is the eleventh of continuing annual

The Athens Water Department is a division of
The City of Athens Utilities. Athens Utilities is
owned by the City of Athens and governance is
provided by the City Council which meets the
second and fourth Monday evenings of each
month at 5:30 P.M. in the Police Department
Building located at 951 Hobbs Street East.

Water Source and Treatment

The water treated and distributed by The City of
Athens Utilities is drawn from Elk River at a point
across from the old TVA fish hatchery just downstream
from the Easterferry Road Bridge. This water comes
from the Cumberland Plateau area of Tennessee where
there are two TVA lakes (Tims Ford and Woods) that
guarantee a minimum flow in the river. Although
there are treated wastewater discharges in Elk River
from several towns and small cities (e.g., Tullahoma,
Winchester, Fayetteville and Pulaski) in Tennessee,
there are no heavy industrial discharges in the watershed
and most of the water is runoff from forest and farm
lands. Additionally, there is very little row cropping
in the Elk River watershed; so, the heavy amounts of
herbicide and pesticide that are common along the
Tennessee River valley are not found. Because of
these watershed characteristics, few ol the regulated
contaminants are normally found in the water of Elk
River.

TVA has completed a detailed Source Water Survey
covering all of the areas along Elk River upstream
from our raw water intake. No areas of immediate
problem or concern were identified. This study was
approved by ADEM and published in 2002.

The Athens Water Treatment Plant is located
northwest of the City on Section Line Road about
midway between Alabama Highway 99 and Easterferry
Road. Water treatment at this plant includes chemical
coagulation, settling, multi-media filtration and
disinfection. The disinfectant is chlorine. It is added
to the filtered water which then circulates through
large contact chambers to ensure a complete pathogen
kill before any water is pumped to customers. Prior to
the chlorine contact chambers, we also add fluoride to
help combat tooth decay and lime to raise the pH. The
pH level helps reduce the corrosivity of water and also
enhances its taste.

Filtration

Filtration is the primary treatment barrier used
to ensure clean, safe drinking water. Turbidity is the
basic measure of filtration effectiveness. Turbidity
is the degree of light reflection and refraction caused
by suspended and colloidal (cloudiness) particles







